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linked up with our main front. Eain. cold, slow
reliefs, the absence of hot food, and sometimes of
any food at all, made those episodes a severe test
of endurance and devotion.

Our second task, in which we brilliantly succeeded,
was to master completely the Thiepval ridge.

On 9th November the weather improved. The
wind swung round to the north and the rain ceased,
but owing to the season of the year the ground was
slow to dry, and in the area of the Fourth Army
the roads were still past praying for. Presently frost-
came and a powder of snow, and then once more the
rain. But in the few days of comparatively good
conditions the British Commander-in-Chief brought
the battle to a further stage, and won a conspicuous
victory. The fortress village of Beaumont-Hamel
was taken and the naval division carried Beaucourt.
It was the last attack, with which concluded the
Battle of the Somme. The weather had now fallen
like a curtain upon the drama.

IV

Before 1st July, Verdun had been the greatest
continuous battle fought in the world's history;
but the Somme surpassed it both in numbers of
men engaged, in the tactical difficulty of the objec-
tives, and in its importance in the strategical scheme
of the campaign. By what test are we to judge the
result of a battle in modern war ? In the old days
of open fighting there was little room for doubt,
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